R.A.O.B.

Grand

Council

A Review of Province Life.

Cambridgeshire Province
Dear Ray

Last year | was the Grand Primo Cambridgeshire
lodge and in my year of office Bro. D.J.Purver K.O.M
gave me a bottle full of sixpences and I took them around
the lodges asking brothers to guess the amount for a pound
atime. | already had a charity in mind to donate to, the
winner nearest kept the contents which was £15.
I contacted the winner who was Bro R.R. Routledge and
he generously donated it back to me. Which | thank him
for; also | would like to thank all the brothers that took
part.

The charity is called the Acorn Group based in St Neots
and helps local people with the aid of physiotherapy and
other treatments as a cancer support group.

Bro John and myself went along to a fund raising evening
and presented a cheque for £100. We were made very
welcome and the evening raised a lot of money.

Attached is a photo of two of the founders being presented
with the cheque?
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The late Knight Sir Ken Hobbs R.O.H was a patient at the
clinic and they made him happy at each visit he made.

Yours faithfully and fraternally, Bro Reg Banbury K.O.M.
Sir Walter Miles Lodge No 2129, Cambridgeshire.

Sark Province

It was a sad Chief Pleas in another context; Brenda
Gurden, who has been the Committee Secretary for 18
years, took her last minutes. She and Geoff, who had
resigned from Chief Pleas at the end of July, will be
leaving Sark for Skegness at the end of the season. After
the Meeting, there was a Vin d'Honneur for Brenda, with a
presentation from the island and a bouquet as a small
appreciation of the wonderful job that she has done over
the years, Geoff having been thanked earlier, at the
beginning of the Meeting, for his services to Sark. We
hope they'll come back for holidays!

Monthly News Review / Page 1


mailto:raobgcuk@aol.com

Nottingham Province

Dear Brother Ray

On behalf of the Nottingham Province, it would
be remiss of me if | did not give a special thank you to all
who did attend a small skittle match get together at the
Embankment Club, Nottingham on Saturday the 12"
August. Thiswas to raise monies for the Grand Primoés /
Knight Commanders charity fiwish upon a staro. We did
manage to raise £250.00 on the night.

This will be carried forward to the main charity night
which will be held at the same venue on Friday the 24" of
November.

As far as the contest went, my team just edged out the
Knight Commander, Sir Ken Hilton R.O.H& team. So |
had to buy him a pint to stop him whinging.

Many thanks to Sir Albie and Company for their support
and of course including yourself Sir Ray. Although you
suffer with your back | was impressed by the way you
threw your fiballsd. May | give aspecial thanksto Sir Les
Kirk&s Buffess for the excellent fodder and to all who
assisted on the evening?

Bro Charles Jackson R.O.H.
Grand Primo, Nottingham Province

From the Editor

Well! It had to happen didnd it, al the timesthat | have
laughed with you about the happenings to others, this time
the laugh is on me.

Having sold the house next door in which the office was
situate, I was in the process of moving items of my office
across, when this damn great beech cupboard jumped off
the wall and viciously attacked me!

| fought back of course and the result as you can see looks
as though | had three rounds with Tyson and lost them all.
It felt like it too and cost me a new pair of specs.

The moral to this tale, as | was reminded by Brethren who
rang or called to assist, fiyouére getting to old Rayo, pay
someone to do it next time? = A lesson well learned!

Cambridgeshire Province

It is my sad duty to inform you that Bro Bernie Smith
R.0.H a Member of the Alexander Lodge, No 1699,
passed away on the 25™ of August 2006, he will be sadly
missed.

Bro P.Hazeldon K.O.M, Grand Lodge Secretary
Nottingham Province
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Brother Alan Mallatratt R.O.H sends this photograph of
just some of the Brethren attending the raising of Bro P.
Gallagher to the Roll of Honour at the Brave Old Oak &
Friendly Lodge, No 108 on Sunday the 6" August 2006.
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Good Companions Lodge No2097 Brighton 23rd
September 2006.

The newly elevated Knight Lee Woolven being
congratulated by the Installing Officer Bro. Eddie March
R.O.H. Grand Council Tyler.

Bro A.L.Heaver R.O.H.
Grand Council Director of Ceremonies

Hi Ray

I have just come back off holiday from Barbados and |
would like to tell you that it was one of the best holidays |
have ever had. | also visited the lodge on Barbados and
was warmly welcomed by all the brothers in the lodge. |
took some photos of the Brothers and their dispensation
which | send to you.

There was a visiting brother form GLE Croydon there as
well and we were placed by the WSP Brother Andrew
Wooding KOM during the meeting.

I passed on fraternal greetings from the Grand President
Brother Bob Bees ROH and all my fellow executive
officers and Grand Council in general. We had an

excellent and fun filled meeting and the rule and conduct
of the lodge was handed over into my hands for a while,
before the lodge shut | was asked to bring back and pass
on the fraternal greetings from all the Brothers of
Barbados to the Grand President and all Brothers of Grand
Council.

One of the lads is a policeman and is in the police band he
has been over here to the palace and played for the queen
and been to a couple of our towns and will be coming over
again, the City Secretary Bro Carl Austin ROH will be
visiting England next year to see some friends | have told
him to keep in touch with me.

During my stay in Barbados | met many friendly Bajans as
they like to be called and was offered many things to
enhance my stay, | think somebody passed on information
that | was there on my own, (Sue was in Spain with her
sister, Sue cannot go on long trips and this was an 8 hour
flight). Somebody knocked on my door one morning and
enquired as to my needs and if | needed any female
company during my stay so | would not be lonely. | was
offered the company of females 4 times by 4 different
people | politely refused their kind offers, what a friendly
people?

One day | was walking to the shops and this lady stopped
me and noticed that | had caught a little too much sun on
my chest and kindly offered to rub some oil on me to
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sooth the burning I was feeling, she said it was ok as she
was a professional masseur, | did try to say no but she was
most insistent, so she started on my chest which was
tender but true to her word it did sooth the pain, she
started then to go over the rest of my chest and told me to
take off my shirt so she could do my back and made me sit
down on the kerb, (it was on a car park near the shops).
She was very good and | did enjoy it, she gave me two
bead necklaces to hold while she did my back, while she
was doing my back she enquired as to whether I would
like her company for the night and that she was very good
and that | would have a night to remember. (I told you
they were very friendly people).

While I am holding my head in my hands wondering how |
was going to get out of this, | politely refused and said my
wife would not be happy about that and stood up, she then
said she wanted $200 off me for the massage and the Bead
necklaces, (Bearing in mind that it is $3 Barbados to £1
that@s about A70). | gave her back her necklaces and
politely told her where to go for the $200, she then said
she was a professional and | should pay for the massage,
while | am thinking on this and looking round to see if she
was on her own, | told her she could have $20 (it was a
good massage).

We haggled for a bit and | just gave her the $20 and
walked away, she politely shouted to me that she would be
waiting for me when I came back and she would see me
again, | informed her that she wouldn@ as | would cross
the road before she saw me. (Wonder how much it would
have been for her company for the night, she was nice, |
suppose | could have asked her to throw the price of the
massage in, never know now)

I did do a few things for the first time while | was there,
like snorkelling and scuba diving, | went down 12 metres
to some shipwrecks and | liked it very much the water was
crystal clear. | also swam with turtles six of them when |
went on a boat trip. | had a bad episode while | was
snorkelling I pulled on some rope that unfortunately
contained a lot of sea lice which I disturb and they bit me
all down my right arm, my right side and leg, felt as
though I had fallen in some nettles, | was red all down my
right side, the captain of the boat who had forgot to tell us
to not touch the rope sprayed vinegar all down my side
and 3 others. I had to go to the chemist to get some anti-
histamine cream to rub on it all went after a day. That was
the only thing that went wrong during my stay.

One night | went on a tour of 4 night clubs and that was an
enjoyable evening plenty of Rum punch, there was a lot of
dancing girls in these clubs. While | was in the 3rd club, a
local young girl came up to me and asked me to dance
with her (well she actually pulled me by my hand she must
have thought I looked younger than | am) onto the dance
floor, we had a couple of dances, then this song came on
and all the girls started to do their own style of dancing
while all the men stood still, the girls were shaking their

body&s then turned round with their back to us, bent down
slightly and shook their booty at us straightened up,
backed up to their dance partner until they were touching
bent forward again and shook their booty against their
partners including me, I looked round at all the men who
just stood there with smiles on their faces.

The girl | was with was getting very personal with me
(Told you they were very friendly didn@ 1) | did not even
know her name, and | was just enjoying it when
unfortunately the group | was with was leaving and one of
the wives came over to me and said we had to go and with
a knowing smile on her face she pulled me away | looked
round and the girl was not very happy the lady took me
out of the club to the group, (What an anti-climax that
was)

The last club we went in was just as crowded so | stayed at
the bar, after about half an hour this guy came up to me
and asked if I liked the joint, I looked round the place and
said yes its great, he asked if | wanted a couple, so while
16m imagining myself banging my head on the bar thinking
what an idiot | am | said no thanks, he went away. The
next thing is a local young girl was at the back of me
shaking her booty against mine, (Thereds something about
me these girls like). | thought it prudent to go and sit with
the group | was with, some of the ladies were being taught
by a local girl how to shake their booty their husbands
were enjoying the display.

Overall I had a fantastic holiday and will be going back
next year. | was looked after by the buffs when | went, and
drank a lot of Rum. One of the lads has offered to put me
up during my stay when | go back. | met a lot of friendly
people and recommend it to everyone who thinking of

going.

Editor, What an Enwg wecouldn@ have chosen a better
Brother to go exploring on behalf of the Order, and
having known Brother Sam Williams for many years, |
also realised there would be a tot of rum involved. Well
done Brother Albie.
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Rother Valley

7" October 2006 i Bro Glenn Burns was exalted to the
Roll of Honour by the Pride of Bramley Lodge; No 2152
The picture shows right, the Installing Officer Bro Cliff
Mayes R.O.H. Centre Bro Glenn Burns R.O.H and left,
The Grand President Bro Robert Bees R.O.H.

The Province went out of there way to put on a Great
Buffet and music.

Editor, it is sad to relate that only twenty six stalwart
Brethren attended and this was the third poor attendance
in a row in diffeent Provinces. Just remember Brethren,
how many made the journey to see YOU raised to a
higher degree, then get your suit out ready for the next
one!The Grand President travelled over 200 miles.

14™ October 2006 i Bro Michael Hickman will be exalted
to the Roll of Honour by the South Staffs Knights Chapter
on behalf of the Victoria & Edward Lodge, No 167.

28" October 1 Bro Dez Adams will be raised to the
dignity of Knighthood by the Alvechurch Lodge, No 622
in the Worcestershire Province.

4™ November 2006 i Bro Peter E. Rogers will be raised to
the dignity of Knighthood by the Nottingham Knights
Chapter on behalf of the Atlas & lvy Lodge No 16009.
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