
Monthly News Review / Page 1 

 A Review of Province Life . 

On September the 4th, during a Sark Grand Lodge visit to 

Sark lodge 3025, a presentation was made to Bro. Sir Geoff 

Gurden, R.O.H. to mark his departure from our shores to his 

new pastures on the mainland. He was presented with two 

paintings by an artist for whom he has a passion and a card 

signed by all the brothers of the Sark Province.  

 

As you can imagine many words were said but all are not 

printable.  

 

Bro Sir Harry Southern R.O.H. spoke for the lodge. He 

referred to his 20 years in the order and the fact that he 

holds Grand Treasurers office showed a true commitment to 

the order. He had always been prepared to go the extra mile 

for our lodge and indeed was the delegate who took forward 

proposals for our Grand Lodge and Knights Chapter to be 

formed.  

 

Other Brothers thanked him for his help in dragging them up 

to the standard required for raisings, a few clips around the 

ears were his main way of getting the message across. What 

will we miss about Geoff...his organizing ability? His smile 

(now that he has a full set of ivories again). His sense of 

humour...sometimes! and of course his registration dues...up 

to another lodge to get his pennies out of his pocket no 

mean task. 

 

At an island wide function which was held later in the week 

the lodge were able to thank him publicly. He was also 

thanked by the Sark theatre group for his huge involvement, 

now we know where his ability to perform in lodge came 

from! Our lodge will become a much quieter place, we will 

miss Bro Geoff. We really hope you can put up with him on 

the mainland, we know it will be a struggle but please try. 

 

From all the Brethren of Sark we wish the very best of luck 

to both Geoff and Brenda on their move and hope that they 

settle in well. Perhaps their new accommodation could be 

become the hostel for when conference is in skeggy!! 

 

Bro Geoff will be returning to Sark in September 2007 to 

assist in raisings, permission will be sought, this is youôre 

advance warning that Sark will welcome all Brothers for 

another of our famous weekends. 

  

David W. Melling K.O.M. The Loyalty lodge No 3025, 

Sark. 

________________________________________________ 
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Companions of the St. Osythôs Knights Chapter 
(Essex) at a dinner to honour the Grand Knight 
Commander Bro. Bob Head R.O.H. 

Skegness Province 

 
For those of our Members fortunate enough to have 

attended Conference in 2005, you may recall that a donation 

was made to ñLIVESò First Respondersò via the Mayors 

Charity. The Skegness Province made further donations to 

this appeal and this week witnessed the Mayor for 2005, 

Councillor Brian OôConnor presenting a car painted in 

emergency livery to LIVES. 

 

First Responders had previously used their own cars, but 

this sometimes posed problems getting through the holiday 

traffic. Now, with this car, traffic will allow them to pass 

when responding to an emergency. 

 

Councillor OôConnor expressed his appreciation to all who 

had supported his appeal and made this possible. 

_______________________________________________ 

 

South Staffordshire 

 

On Saturday the 14
th
 October 2006 ï Bro Michael Hickman 

was exalted to the Roll of Honour by the South Staffs 

Knights Chapter on behalf of the Victoria & Edward Lodge, 

No 167. The 26 Members present witnessed a well 

conducted Ceremony.  

Sorry no photographs available! 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Worcestershire Province 

 

28
th
 October ï Bro Dez Adams will be raised to the dignity 

of Knighthood by the Alvechurch Lodge, No 622 in the 

Worcestershire Province. 

___________________________________________ 

 

Cambridge Province 

 

Dear Bro Ray  

On the evening of Saturday the 28
th
 October, the Province 

of Cambridgeshire had their annual dinner and our guest of 

Honour was The President Bro Bob Bees R.O.H and his 

good lady Allison. 

 

We all had a great night with the entertainment provided by 

Bro Vic Kelly and his karaoke and a raffle, some serious 

singing and dancing was enjoyed by everyone. The Province 

presented a bouquet of flowers to Allison and Bro Bob 

thanked the Province for a lovely evening.    

 

He then went on to present a Certificate for 25 years in the 

Order to Bro Cliff Mayes R.O.H which came as a big 

surprise to the big brother and was richly deserved. 

 

Sunday Lunch, the Sir Walter Miles Lodge was visited by 

The Grand President a few bob was raised with Bro Bob in 

the chair. The Lodge closed and Bro Cliff Mayes asked The 

President to present a cheque to The Young Carers Charity 

which with the province charity quiz nights and raffles 

raised the sum of £250 to the two young carers Steven and 

Ella Phage. 
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On behalf of the Province Bro Cliff would like to thank 

everyone for their contributions in making this a most 

enjoyable weekend. 

  

             Yours faithfully and fraternally 

                              Bro. Reg Banbury K.O.M 

_______________________________________________ 

On the 4
th
 November 2006 ï Bro Peter E. Rogers was raised 

to the dignity of Knighthood by the Nottingham Knights 

Chapter on behalf of the Atlas & Ivy Lodge No 1609. To 

my mind it was one of the best Ceremonies that I have 

witnessed for a long time and congratulations should go to 

the Nottingham Province for their endeavours. 

 

Hi Brother Ray, just to say thank you for the brothers that 

attended my third degree raising to Knight Order of Merit. It 

was most amazing to see brothers from the different 

Provinces both from the Grand Council and the Grand 

Lodge of England who made the trip up to Nottingham on 

Saturday 4th November. It will be a memory that I will 

treasure for the rest of my life. 

 

Many thanks again 

Bro. Peter Rogers KOM 

___________________________________________ 
 
Lincoln Province 

 

The photograph shows Bro Dave Harrison C.P. presenting 

an Executive briefcase to our Grand Treasurer, Bro 

G.T.Gurden R.O.H. 

 

To explain, the briefcase included a ñJames Bondò style 

survival kit to assist Bro Geoff while carrying out his duties 

as Treasurer, to protect the funds of Grand Council and may 

I add, at great expense to the Lincoln Province. 

 

We would like to extend a big welcome to Brenda & Geoff 

who are now settling back on the mainland and wish them 

many years of happiness, but having met them many times 

recently we note that not once has Bro Geoff had the 

briefcase with him!!! 

 

Yours faithfully & fraternally 

Bro R.R.Routledge R.O.H. 
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________________________________________________ 

 

Bro Ray also kindly sent the following photographs taken at 

this years Conference in Blackpool. 

 
 

 

 

 

The first one shows Bro Red Skelton C.P. Who appears to 

have gone off to a shadow whilst waiting for his breakfast? 

 
 

The second is the Grand Presidents Lady, Allie trying to 

remonstrate with the Management! Some were getting on a 

bit, but this is ridiculous! 

Grimsby Province 

 

It is my sad duty to inform you of the death of Bro Lesley 

James Birket R.O.H., of the Mariner Lodge, No 1825. Les 

joined the Order on the 20
th
 August 1976. He will be sadly 

missed. 

 

Bro Charles Norfolk R.O.H. 

Grand Lodge Secretary 

________________________________________________ 

 

Guernsey, Channel Isles  

 

Bro Eric Willetts and I paid a visit to this Lodge while on 

our holiday and we were made so very welcome, I have e-

mailed Bro Michael to say that, we will be back in 

September, to visit Sark. 

Brother Cooke, I mislaid your e-mail address, now I've 

forgotten your first names its age! Old Buffaloes must 

beware of hunter, who seeks hides for Tepee Lodge. 

It was nice of you to Visit Queen Mary Lodge and swell our 

link; we are like the Buffalo and Indian a doomed breed. 

Are you intending to return to Guernsey next year? The 

reason I ask is as the Last Brother of the 1st degree.  

Being pushed to do my Primo in 2007 even after 32 years in 

the Order. Seen them come from below and ascend to the 

dizzy R.O.H. 

We have tried to get GLE to adopt your idea of I.D. Cards 

but they wrote back we have been asked before. No. go 

makes you think!!! ????? Why, Perhaps its time to hold a 

Full Council Meeting of G.C.G.L.E & Independent Banners. 

Agenda Return to Origins before we are all defunct. A 

combined effort to publicize the Benefits which would be 

opened up in the same way as the Ancient Order of 

Foresters. Friendly Society. Medical Benefits. In view  

Of what is happening in the N.H.S. Sickness Benefit ,Whole 

Life Ins. Open up and extend , to the fact you do not have to 

belong  BUT its cheaper  if your a Lodge Member. 

Foresters Here have Thousands of members in the Medical 

scheme. But, only a Hundred go to the Court /Lodge 

monthly meeting .which is 90 more than our link. 

You may like to circulate this, or publish in the Journal to 

give a little shove to the herd and banners. 

Now getting off my mound, hope we meet again 

--Mike de Carteret 

Late of G.C. Castle Lodge 1629 Oct 1970 

Now Aff. GLE. Queen Mary Lodge 5469 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Worcestershire Province 

 

Please give special thoughts for Bro Keith Hicks R.O.H., at 

present undergoing Chemotherapy. 

 

 


